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obligations properly required by a cardinal, for their
trading-posts were to be kept well supplied with
missionaries, and only Catholics could be landed on
Canadian soil. These obligations were not disre-
garded ; the history of Canada shows that the supply
of priests was always sufficient and often excessive;
whatever else a French colony needed, it rarely
lacked religious instructors.

Another engagement was more imperfectly ful-
filled.     The  new  company  was   required   within
fifteen years  to  land four thousand   colonists in
Canada, all good Catholics, to furnish them with
supplies, and to make for them a certain provision
in land.    The company was troubled to furnish sup-
plies, and still more troubled to find colonists.   It
was not because there were no men in France ready
to cross the seas in the hope of better fortune, but
because the Government gave them so little chance
of realising their hopes.    The same defect was found
in French  and   Spanish  colonisation.      Privileged
companies held a monopoly of the only trades in
which there was a chance of acquiring wealth.   It-
was  not  worth  while to leave   the  rich  soil and
pleasant skies of France in  order to plant  crops
where the land  was poorer and the  climate was
colder.    It is usually easier to  make  money in-a
new land than in an old and thickly settled country,
and  this was true of Canada;   the trade in furs,
where the fortunate trapper might   find game in
abundance, or purchase a valuable pelt from an In-
dian for a few beads or a drink of whiskey, furnished
the possibility  of large and rapid gain.    Nor wasm foreignto their burden.
